Phil Schneider
October 11, 2017
John Wintersteen, Catherine Kauffman and Kathryn Gasser are here to interview Mr. Schneider
John: May we have your permission to quote you in part or in whole our interview today?
Phil: Yes
John: This interview will be available on our Town website where it will become a public record.
John: You had written to us that your family had visited Arizona in the 1940s. What brought your family to Arizona and particularly
to the area that became known as the Town of Paradise Valley?
Phil: We lived in Evanston, Illinois. My father practiced medicine there as an obstetrician and gynecologist. When I was 4 years old, I
had pretty severe asthma. A doctor recommended that it might be good for me to try a warm dry climate. In March 1945, I came
out to Arizona with my parents and my sister on the Santa Fe Chief, which in those days went from Chicago to Los Angeles. It
uncoupled a rail car in Ash Fork (just west of Flagstaff) in the middle of the night, which then shuttled down to Phoenix. If you came
out by air, you had to fly one of the TWA Constellations, which stopped in Albuquerque and it was a pretty long flight – 7 ½ to 8
hours so most people took the train. We stayed at Paradise Inn, which had opened sometime in 1944.
On the south side of Camelback Mountain there were 3 resorts. Barney Leonard ran Royal Palms, on Camelback Road near 48th
Street. I was told Barney Leonard had a band and was with Fred Warring for a while. Eventually he and his family purchased a house
in the early 1950s on what was called “Marshmallow Hill” behind the Paradise Valley Country Clubhouse. It’s above the 8th hole and
it’s the highest house up there. It is off of Cottontail Lane. When Jack Kennedy was campaigning, he stayed at their house. The Price
house, which was designed by Frank Lloyd Wright, is also on the west slope of “Marshmallow Hill” off Tatum. It is now referred to as
the U-Haul house. Jokake Inn, which was started by Bob Evans and then taken over by his ex-wife; and the Paradise Inn just east of
Jokake Inn, which was started also by Bob Evans after he had divorced. Both Paradise Inn and Jokake Inn were located where the
Phoenician Resort is now. Across from Invergordon, to the east, there was another resort, Casa Blanca. Casa Blanca had a Moorish
style to it with a small aircraft landing strip. The Borg Warner Company was one of the early owners. He was famous for inventing
the air brakes on trains and was quite wealthy. The General Manager of Casa Blanca was Royal Treadway. His wife was Patty
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Treadway. On the other side of Camelback Mountain there was Camelback Inn, which Jack Stewart was an owner and general
manager. The Gruber’s owned El Chorro. Those were the main resorts at the time..
We went back to Paradise Inn for the next four years. During that time, my parents bought 10 acres on Cheney Road through
Charlie Mieg. I don’t know if he was the broker or just knew about the 10 acres. My parents decided to build a house and a
guesthouse on that property. This would have been west of Mockingbird up closer to the mountain. Mockingbird was a dirt road as
was Cheney. The house was finished in early 1949. When we built out on Cheney, there were only two houses between us and the
mountain, the Van Benschoten house and another house, which had been built by someone named Galbraith also on the north side
of Cheney. When we built the first house with the guesthouse, I think the architect was a fellow by the name of Ray Parrish who
became an architect in Scottsdale. A few years later, just north of our property, some people named Houston from Illinois built a
very small house that was designed by Charles Montooth who became the head of the Frank Lloyd Wright School. He also designed
the round house that’s above Arroyo Road. Montooth married a lady named Minerva Houston who was the daughter of the
Houston’s who built that little house just north of us on Cheney. From 1949 – 1953 we came to spend more time in Arizona. We all
liked Arizona. My father was reaching retirement stage. He had some heart issues. My parents then built a second house – a larger
house – on the 10 acres, which became our permanent home in about 1953. I started 3rd grade at Scottsdale Grammar School.
Before that, I split the year with a grammar school in Evanston.
Phil: A quick story on Charlie Mieg. He was quite an interesting person. He always smoked a pipe and was from a Swiss background.
He had a real estate office about where 1st and 2nd Streets are on Scottsdale Road. When I was a little guy, this would have probably
been in 1946 or 1947; my dad took me into Charlie’s office looking at land. Charlie said, “Get up on my desk.” So I got up on his
desk. Charlie had a coffee can on the shelf and he dumped a sidewinder rattlesnake on the floor of his office. Charlie said, “I just
want to show you what hangs around in the desert.” It was alive but not very big – 12 or 14 inches. Charlie had a long stick and
then pushed it back into the can and put it back on the shelf. I then got off the desk.
John: What one thing, with your vast detailed knowledge of the history of Paradise Valley, do you think future generations would
like to know?
Phil: I would guess that it would be to tell them about the Town - of what it was and to have it kept that way. It’s a wonderful place.
Fortunately the expanding population was in Scottsdale, which had about 1 to 2 thousand people in 1949-1950 and most of those
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people were located it what is now known as Old Town Scottsdale. Paradise Valley was not heavily populated at all and it had a
wonderful feel to it. The one great thing is how today it’s been preserved.
Catherine: In some of your notes, you talked about Poverty Gulch – could you elaborate on Poverty Gulch?
Phil: There was a couple, Fern and Ed Matteson – Ed Matteson had been involved in minerals and mineral collection. In the late 40s,
he opened a place called Matt’s Rock Shop in the Arizona Craftsman Center in Scottsdale where Lloyd Kiva and Wes Segner, the
jeweler, were located. His rock shop was at the southwest corner of Main Street and Brown Avenue, in the back of the Arizona
Craftsman Center. In the early 50s, he and his wife bought some land and built two buildings right across from the entrance of
Camelback Inn on Lincoln (5205 East Lincoln Drive). The two commercial buildings are still there. The one on the east side was their
house and the building on the west side was where he had his rock and gem store and she had looms where she made woven
handbags and various things. There was a big arroyo that went behind these two properties so they named it Poverty Gulch. They
put signs up like you were entering a town on both sides of the property - so as you were driving along Lincoln you would see
“Poverty Gulch population 2”. I happened to know about this because when I was in grade school, the minerals and the rocks that
were here fascinated me and I some how discovered Matt’s Rock Shop in the Craftsman Building. I used to go over to his shop after
school and look at the minerals and talk to Matt. He’d go out for a coffee break or something and let me run the store – a 5th grader!
He took my father and me to a number of places around the state where you could find interesting minerals in the desert. Matt
polished and cut stones and made them into jewelry. He got my dad interested in that so when we lived out on Cheney Road, my
dad, in his semi-retirement, cut and polished stones and made jewelry
Catherine: When we interviewed Robert and Louise LeMarr, they had said that Louise had a boutique there though she never gave
us a date.
Phil: It would have been after Poverty Gulch and probably after Christine and James Zito purchased the property, which I am told is
who the Matteson’s sold it to in 1956.
Kathryn: Then the Morse’s bought it. They were there for some time.
Catherine: Now some appliance store is there. It’s the only commercial property, besides the resorts, in the Town.
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Catherine: You had mentioned that St. Barnabas Church started in the Lew Davis Studios which was where Town Hall is now. In
Robert LeMarr’s interview he said that St. Barnabas Church started in a GI Quonset Hut in downtown Scottsdale off of Main Street.
Phil: When St. Barnabas Church started it was what I believe they called a “mission church” or a new church. The first place they
met was at the Lew Davis Studio. It was Reverend West who the first minister there. Then it moved from Lew Davis Studio to the
Quonset hut in Scottsdale on 1st Avenue – I think – just west of Scottsdale Road. That’s where the congregation grew larger and
maybe that’s when it became an official church rather than an outreach mission. Fifi and Fowler McCormick who lived at Indian
Bend and Scottsdale were involved in the founding of St. Barnabas Church. There’s a great story my parents tell about going to the
church at the Lew Davis Studio. My sister who would have been about 7 or 8 at the time was amazed to see Mrs. McCormick put a
$100 bill in the offering plate, which in those days (1950s) would have been quite a bit of money. My mother took some art classes
from Lew Davis at his studio over the years and they were good friends. My parents thought we should learn how to dance living
out in Arizona so they organized dance lessons for school children at the Lew Davis Studio. A guy named Jack Cione ran them (dance
classes). His sister Lou and his wife, I believe, Lillian had a dance studio down on Central. They are the ones that taught us to dance
there.
Kathryn: You said that one time you tried to buy El Chorro from the Gruber’s in the 70s – what happened?
Phil: I did with a good friend Ron Burks. I had known El Chorro from the late 1940s when we would have an occasional dinner there.
We had always liked it. I knew the Gruber’s all through school and college through my parents and so on. Mark and Jan Gruber had
no children and they were reaching retirement age. They ran El Chorro through the winter and then in the summer they had a
restaurant in Glacier Park. They would always have a big opening party in October when they came back. I was practicing law at the
time and Ron was in the real estate business. We knew that something was going to happen to El Chorro so we met several times
with Mark in particular – I probably still have some paperwork about proposals we made and discussions we had. Ultimately the
Gruber’s decided to – appropriately I thought – to leave it to the people who worked with them for so long – Joe and Evie Miller.
This was around 1973. They (Joe and Evie Miller) became good friends of ours. Then shortly before they sold it to Jackie Dorrance
and her business partner, I met with Joe several times with another potential partner to make another effort and again – probably
wisely – he sold the property to Jackie Dorrance. So I have had a long history of knowing about El Chorro.
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John: Were most of your relationships with El Chorro and the resorts primarily as an attorney or as a customer or because you knew
the owners on a social basis?
Phil: I got to know them all on a social basis because my parents had gotten to know them from living here. In the late 1940s and
early1950s there weren’t a lot of people around and a lot of the social activities were at the resorts. Barney Leonard at Royal Palms,
Bob Evans, the Treadways at Casa Blanca and the Stewarts were all friends of my parents. As a young teenager, I began playing a lot
of golf and my parents were original members of Paradise Valley Country Club. All of these people were members of the Country
Club. They were kind enough, so as a teenager, I would sometimes be asked to play golf with Barney Leonard, Royal Treadway, or
Jack Stewart and that’s how I got to know them. Young Jack Stewart junior was in the 3rd grade at Scottsdale Grammar School when I
started. We became good friends. I spent a lot of time at Camelback Inn as a friend of Jack’s and his two younger sisters, Helen, who
was sadly killed in a car accident, and Louise. When I graduated from college, young Jack and I had a meeting in 1963 when he (Jack
senior) said why don’t you two co-manage Camelback Inn? I was fresh out of college but I was thinking about going to law school. I
said no because I wanted to go to Law School. But young Jack, who had gone to Cornell’s hotel school to prepare to manage
Camelback Inn, became the manager. When I graduated from law school three years later, my parents still lived here. But I wanted
to live on my own so I rented a room from young Jack in Colonia Miramonte, which had just opened. He and I were roommates
there while he was managing the Inn. It was during that period that his dad sold the Inn, which was very disappointing to young Jack
because he had trained to do that. My wife and I met back in 1960 and the night we met, we went to Camelback Inn for a party at
the Stewart’s house so I have a long connection with Camelback.
Catherine: Was Colonia Miramonte originally a part of Camelback Inn or was that a separate development from the Inn?
Phil: It was part of Camelback Inn’s property as I recall. It spread across the trail to El Chorro. You would cross that property to get
down to El Chorro from Camelback’s dining room. I don’t recall the details of how and when it was developed or even who
developed it. I think that was developed while I was in college for 4 years.
John: You said that your parents built the first shopping center in Scottsdale. Was this the precursor to Scottsdale Fashion Mall? Can
you also tell us about the bowling alley and the apartment building?
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Phil: In those days, the land around the intersection of Scottsdale and Camelback – the northwest corner - was totally vacant. At one
point they had a rodeo grounds there where they held rodeos. The area between Camelback and the canal was also vacant as was
the area where the Safari Hotel was built on the east side. Both sides of Scottsdale Road were essentially vacant, all the way up to
Indian School. 5th Avenue wasn’t there. My parents and a family who lived on Scottsdale Road around Jack Rabbit Road bought the
land that was at the northeast corner of 1st Avenue and Scottsdale Road. They built something called the Ranch House Shops. They
had 5 or so stores there with the main tenant being Goldwater’s. That was their first branch store from their downtown store. It
was the largest tenant. There were some people named Montrose who had a woman’s dress shop, Johnny’s Sport Store was there,
which later moved across Scottsdale Road. It was a low, one story, ranch style shopping center that opened in the early or mid
1950s. Then my parents, with the same partner, bought some property across from Scottsdale High School. That’s where they built
the first bowling alley. Then they had some apartments – I think they were the first apartments built in Scottsdale – they were on 1st
Avenue west of Scottsdale Road. They were called the Adobe Apartments – small single story apartments. Then they bought the
northeast corner of Indian School and Scottsdale and leased it to someone who built a Bimbo’s Restaurant, which became popular
for Scottsdale High School students to go for lunch.
They bought the property on Indian School just east of Scottsdale – there was a property on the southeast corner of Indian School
and Scottsdale that the Valley Bank owned and next to it was some land that a woman named Marjorie Thomas owned who was an
artist. Her artwork is now on display at Museum of the West as one of the first woman artist in Arizona. They (my parents) bought
the property from her and along with it came a Model A Ford that we took up to Cheney Road and over the years rode around the
desert, and a painting she had done of Mummy Mountain. It’s a fun painting because it shows the mountain before there was any
development. She (Marjorie Thomas) had homesteaded land that was essentially at the corner of Mockingbird and Cheney. She had
a little house there when she homesteaded it before she moved to Indian School Road. That history is now in the Museum of the
West. Bill Van Benschoten and his wife homesteaded property on the west end of Cheney. They built the house largely out of stone
from the area. Beyond– maybe 300 yards further up the mountain – they built a wooden cabin for their children. By the time we
moved to Cheney Road, the cabin was locked and boarded up. It later burned down. As a young guy, I used to climb all over
Mummy Mountain and really explored it. I made maps of it. They (Vanbenschoten’s) used to let us get into the cabin – they gave us
a key. So when we climbed up there it was completely deserted. There was a long bar in it that they probably used for parties. We
would always go up to the Vanbenschoten’s on Christmas afternoon where they would have punch and cookies. They told stories
when they were the only ones living there and the Native American Indians would come from the Reservation community, riding
horseback on Christmas afternoon, bringing food and they would have a meal together.
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John: What did your parents do in regards to the Town’s incorporation?
Phil: My parents were interested in protecting the kind of lifestyle that was there. They were seeing Phoenix expand. Their first
effort was incorporating Scottsdale. (Scottsdale was incorporated June 1951) I had gone to Scottsdale Grammar School that was
surrounded by dirt roads. I had asthma, so my dad led an effort to get the roads paved around the school to keep the dust down.
He and a fellow named Kirk Dunbar, who lived on Lincoln and had been friends from Chicago, had a son with a condition that could
be critical so he and my dad raised money for the first ambulance for Scottsdale. At the same time, my parents were working on the
incorporation and the Sunshine Festival, which became the Parada del Sol. My parents were involved with the petitions for
incorporation of Scottsdale. Interestingly, after they raised money for the ambulance, my dad was the first patient. He was in the
Butler Drug Store on Main Street in Scottsdale and had a heart attack. The ambulance came and took him to St. Luke Hospital in
downtown, which was the nearest hospital. When my parents saw Scottsdale developing, they were concerned about the town
getting too populated and too commercial. They and a lot of other people got interested in incorporating the Town of Paradise
Valley. Their involvement included a lot of meetings and circulating petitions. They were in favor of incorporation. They were really
good friends of the Huntresses. They knew the Von Ammon’s very well that lived beyond Mockingbird and also came from Chicago
shortly after my parents had. They had known Barbara Von Ammon back in Chicago. Subsequently, when I got out of law school, I
went to work for Fennimore Craig, the law firm where Phil Von Ammon and John O’Connor were partners. I practiced law there for
19 years - from 1966 - 1985. So my parents were involved with the mechanics of the incorporation – petitions and things like that.
Kathryn: You said that you knew the origins of many of the street names around Paradise Valley Country Club. Can you tell us about
that?
Phil: Jackie Norton, the wife of Dan Norton, said she named those streets. She and Dan would drive around the Club property
because Dan was very involved. She named Desert Fairways, Cottontail, Pepper Tree, Eucalyptus, Shadow Mountain, etc. Sort of
interestingly, when the Club opened in 1954, my parents were original members – I went to the opening when they had a nine-hole
exhibition with Al Zimmerman who was the pro. Gray Madison largely spearheaded the founding of the Club. Jack Burk Jr., who was
playing the Tour then and Peter Thomson who won several British Opens were in town for the Phoenix Open. I think I’m the only
one still around now who was there, which is kind of frightening!
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John: Your mother entertained Mamie Eisenhower at your home for lunch, how did that happen?
Phil: That was amazing. She was involved a lot with Barry Goldwater and the Republican Party here in Arizona. When the
Eisenhower’s came to town on the train during his campaign, she was down at the Union Station and just watching what was
happening. She saw some people dressed in suits that looked like they were official – secret service or something - and she said,
“was there anything I can do to help?” They said, “yes, could you take Mrs. Eisenhower to lunch?” Security was different in those
days! My mom called home. We had a couple that worked for my parents and lived with us at the house. The wife did a lot of
cooking. My mother said, “I’m bringing Mrs. Eisenhower out.” Fortunately they had some fried chicken in the freezer. They thawed
it and put some other things together and had lunch out there on Cheney Road. My mom later apologized to my sister and me
saying that she would have loved to have us meet her but this happened so fast and that she couldn’t come and get us at school. I
was in grade school then. She and Mrs. Eisenhower became good friends and they would always have lunch together when Mamie
came out to Elizabeth Arden’s Main Chance in subsequent years.
Catherine: Why don’t you tell us about your involvement with the Hillside Ordinance?
Phil: I’m really not very familiar with the Hillside Ordinance now. It was revised and rewritten in the early 1970s. Barbara Von
Ammon was maybe the mayor then. I was working for Phil Von Ammon’s law firm and he wanted a young lawyer to come out and
provide some services with the Hillside Ordinances. I came out and worked on some drafts. I would have known the issues in those
days, but I don’t recall them now. The ordinances were fairly advanced even at that time, but a lot has been done since. About 12
years ago (2005) someone from the Town asked if I would have any interest in being on the Mummy Mountain Preserve Trust, which
I certainly did because I don’t think there is anyone who spent more time on Mummy Mountain roaming around and exploring than I
did. This was before cell phones and computers, so my pastime besides school was climbing Mummy Mountain. My friends would
come out from Scottsdale and we would climb Mummy Mountain. I remember once we climbed up in the area where Glen Drive is
now (I don’t believe Glen Drive was in at that point) and took some backpacks and sleeping bags and cooked some hamburgers. We
slept over night. While we were cooking the hamburgers, somebody had seen flames of the campfire. As we were getting ready for
bed, two officers from the County Sheriff’s office arrived wondering what was going on. They had climbed up with flashlights. They
saw that everything was fine. We had some cookies left over and shared them with them.
John: What else would you like to say for the record in regards to our Town history?
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Phil: For me as I think about growing up here, one of the remarkable things is the growth out here. When we would sit out on the
porch at our house on Cheney in 1949, 1950 and so on, you could look across the valley to the north and there were really only four
lights that you could count in the whole valley – one was down at the McCormick Ranch headquarters which was on the northeast
corner of Indian Bend and Scottsdale, another was the lights out at Taliesin, then there was a light at a place called the 19th Green
which was a bar and restaurant on the southwest corner of Scottsdale Road, which was dirt beyond that, and Shea, which wasn’t
paved at all. Rumor had it that Waylon Jennings played there early in his career. It was dirt to the east and didn’t go to the west.
Then there was another light from house some place. There was nothing at Pinnacle Peak and this was way before Carefree began
to develop. The desert was different than today. Then, if you looked out at the valley in the daytime, there were constant dust
devils with the winds swirling around. McCormick Ranch wasn’t developed at that time. There were a lot of buzzards flying around
looking for food. There were little lizards everywhere, desert tortoises that you would find on occasion, horned toads fairly
frequently and occasionally a gila monster though they were rare.
Catherine: You mentioned the Sanctuary when it was Gardiner’s – can you tell us more about that?
Phil: Yes – the tennis ranch was really started as an inspiration of a movie couple John Ireland and Joanne Dru. Just by chance, we
had met them in the observation car on the Chief coming out from Chicago. They were headed for LA. This would have been about
1945 or 1946. There weren’t very many people on the train so my parents got to talk to them. They started the tennis ranch with
some other people from Los Angeles (Sidney Chaplin and Don Budge). After they were removed from it or sold it or something, it
was called the Paradise Valley Racquet Club and a fellow named James Lofland managed it. He managed it until 1964. He wound up
being indicted for some type of fraud and served time in prison. I think Vik Jackson bought it in 1968. Vik then sold it to John
Gardiner and Vik became the manager.
Lofland also got people involved with investments, including my parents in one or two investments, which actually turned out all
right. There was a fellow named Fred Eldean, not related to Lofland, who lived on the west side of Scottsdale Road near Indian Bend
(near where the Spectrum office building is now) who was a land trader. He and my parents and some friends of theirs wound up
through some trades owning in a partnership land that a lot of Fountain Hills is built on. They ultimately sold it to McCulloch who
developed it. Fred Eldean also did a lot of land trades with the federal government.
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Another interesting person was Dick Griffith who was a rodeo cowboy. He lived on Cattle Track Road. He’s in the Rodeo Hall of
Fame. Here is a picture of him standing on two horses and jumping a car. He did that in the Phoenix Rodeo. My sister took trick
riding lessons from him.
Another interesting fellow who lived down in that area was Don Barclay who was an actor but also did the caricatures of local people
that were displayed in the Pink Pony. He’d been in Disney movies including Mary Poppins as one of two guys on the rooftop
shooting canons. He lived in an old house at the end of Lincoln Drive before you reached the canal that Walter McCune owned. Don
did a lot with circuses and clowns. He used to dress my sister up as a clown for parties. Then there was Aleco Noghes. Aleco was
from Monaco where he had been married to Prince Rainier’s sister. He was a lawyer and played on Monaco’s Davis Cup Team. He
divorced Prince Rainier’s sister in 1954 and came over here to be the tennis pro at Camelback. He was a very popular instructor
both for people at the Inn and local residents. His son, who lived in Monaco, was my age. I went on a backpacking type trip in
Europe when I was 20 in 1961 and Aleco introduced me to his son. His son was a racecar driver. Years later, he had a horrible racing
accident. His face was badly burned and had to go through multiple plastic surgeries. Aleco eventually married Margo James who
ran the Sombrero Playhouse here in Phoenix in the late 1960s. They moved back to Monaco.
The other family that I wanted to mention was the Alan Feeney family who owned the land that became Mountain Shadows West.
They had a big adobe house in the middle of that land, which later became the clubhouse for Mountain Shadows West. The old
pictures that you see from Camelback Inn that look south, theirs is the only house you see. There was nothing on Camelback
Mountain. It was before the tennis ranch. Alan Feeney had 8 kids. The first 4 children were by his first wife who was an heiress of
the Mars Candy Company. As a result they named their ranch, the Milky Way Ranch, on the south side of Camelback Road and 22nd
Street down to 16th Street, which ultimately became the Town and Country Shopping Center. Their son Frank was a classmate of
mine at Scottsdale High School. Alan Feeney died of polio in the 1950s.
John: Well I think we are getting to the end of our interview. Thank you very much.

10

Phil Schneider
October 11, 2017

11

Phil Schneider
October 11, 2017

12

Phil Schneider
October 11, 2017

13

Phil Schneider
October 11, 2017

14

